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MAN’S ULTIMATUM BECOME GOD’S OPPORTUNITY IN SRI LANKA
PART TWO
By Jeanette Windle with Rev. Susiri and Meashed Liyanage

“I will take on leadership of BCM in
Sri Lanka,” Rev. Susiri Liyanage pledged
(see Part One in BCM World, Winter 2014
Issue). “But not just to start Bible clubs in
existing churches. They can run their own.
I am a church planter. My commitment is
to see churches planted in regions of Sri
Lanka that have no Gospel witness.”
This was a commitment BCM
International could endorse
wholeheartedly. While still pastoring the
original Wattala church plant, Susiri began
evangelistic trips into the hill country of
central Sri Lanka, preaching to workers on
tea plantations and rubber estates, always
focusing on remote areas where other
organizations were reluctant to go. In
1993, BCM Lanka became a recognized
legal entity able to buy land and register
church properties. By now, Wattala had
developed into a thriving middle-class
neighborhood. The congregation had
constructed a sizeable two-story church
building. Today Wattala remains the largest
BCM Lanka church and host of BCM’s
national office.
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But Susiri’s expanded responsibilities
were not easy. A civil war between Tamil
separatists in the north and the majority
Sinhalese had been raging for more than two
decades. Military skirmishes and ambushes by
Tamil Tiger guerrillas made road travel
dangerous. At the same time, Sri Lankan
Christians were facing routine persecution.
Anti-Christian extremist mobs burned
churches. Pastors were beaten and driven from
their homes. Extremist political parties
constantly lobbied for anti-conversion laws
that would make sharing the Gospel or
accepting Christ a criminal offense.
But Susiri persisted, and other
missionary pastors joined the BCM Lanka
team. Slowly, preaching points developed into
churches. One such church was Pussellawa.
Pastor John shares of his early days there. “At
first I just preached to empty chairs. Then one
family joined me, and the church began to
grow.”
Another BCM church in Warakapola
has not only built a thriving outreach to their
own community, but has established a total of
three Sunday schools and two additional
cluster churches. Their leadership teams visit
many surrounding villages to preach the
Gospel. Among their youth ministries is a
children’s choir and marching flag drill band
that performs for area evangelistic events.

BCM Lanka Children’s Drill Choir

One of the earliest church plants in
Monaragala serves as a center for a vast area
in the central dry zone of Sri Lanka. A
community leader who maintains a good
relationship with both state officials and
neighbors of other religions, Pastor
Marasinghe has pioneered what has become a
model for BCM church planting. Instead of
building a large structure displaying Christian
symbols (often seen as emblems of colonial
imperialism) or disturbing neighbors with a
loud PA system and drum set, the focus has
been on building relationships with Christians
and non-Christians alike. The church itself is a
simple concrete meeting hall. As result, where
many Christian structures in Sri Lanka
continue to be targets of attack, the BCM
properties have thus far remained untouched.
In 2009, Sri Lanka’s 30-year civil war
ended. Rev. Susiri’s son Meashed, a BCM
Lanka missionary, has many memories of
ministry trips during those war years (see
article on page 6: “Growing Up BCM
Lanka”). He expresses now, “We thank God
we are now able to travel freely to places we’d
never been over the past thirty-odd years. Sri
Lanka’s present government deserves much
credit for bringing to an end a brutal war that
resulted in more than 100,000 casualties as
well as displacing countless families and
orphaning many innocent children. They are
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now working hard to reunite warring people
groups from north and south and rebuild one
single country.”
BCM Lanka too has been heavily
involved in a ministry of reconciliation
between Tamil and Sinhalese opposing
ethnicities. Among its fruit is the church of
Valaichchenai, a bi-lingual Tamil/Sinhalese
church in a former conflict zone whose
members are almost entirely survivors from
both sides of the conflict. The original church
sanctuary, built of coconut thatch, had been
burnt to the ground by a Hindu mob. Pastor
Gajendran’s refusal to seek revenge or
restitution became a testimony of God’s love
that has brought many to Christ. Today this
poorest of the poor congregation has rebuilt a
small cinder-block edifice, still lacking roof,
windows, and poured-concrete floor.
Through those unfinished openings, songs of
praise and messages of hope in both Tamil
and Sinhalese float to the ears of listening
villagers.
Another church was born through the
Wattala church’s outreach to Tamil refugees
fleeing guerrilla controlled territory. When
peace came, many of these returned home.
From their witness came the church in
Mannar, a northern town of Tamil ethnicity.
While still lacking a church building of their
own, this growing congregation meets in a
borrowed thatch shelter.
Today BCM Lanka includes nine core
churches with nine missionary-pastors and
fifteen more cluster churches, each planted
and administered by a core church. During
just the first half of 2014, these churches saw
more than a hundred new converts profess
faith in Jesus Christ.
BCM Lanka also sponsors leadership
training events for other Christian
organizations and even countries (see article
in BCM World, Winter 2014 Issue, on
Mobilize Asia 2014). One such program has
provided more than 3000 Sri Lankan pastors
with evangelistic tools and literature. BCM
Lanka continues to be involved in disaster
relief and meeting the needs of the poor,
including a drive each Christmas to supply
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asked to say “yes” to new challenges. In 2008,
Susiri was appointed Asia Coordinator for
BCM. In 2014, that responsibility was
expanded to Asia Director, giving leadership
over BCM fields In Sri Lanka, India, Nepal,
Myanmar, Philippines, Indonesia, and looking
forward to establishing new BCM ministry in
nations across the region of Asia. While
accepting such a challenge has necessitated
relinquishing the reins of BCM Lanka
leadership, God has raised up a new national
director—Susiri’s son Meashed Liyanage.
BCM Lanka’s vision for the future is to
see churches planted in every district of Sri
Lanka as well as to build a central retreat and
camp facility that will facilitate leadership and
theological training throughout Sri Lanka. An
urgent need is finances. BCM missionary
pastors currently receive less than $100USD
monthly and lack of funds limits expanding
personnel.
A field goal for BCM Lanka is to raise
$3000 in monthly support (less than the
Three-wheelers Sri Lanka
average single family income in North
America), which will supply basic living
expenses for current BCM missionary pastors
It was to address these problems that
and the national director as well as ministry
BCM Lanka began their micro-enterprise
program. Among the first recipients was a man expenses of evangelistic outreach. If you are
whose leg deformity kept him from working. interested in taking on part of this on-going
A BCM Lanka micro-enterprise loan provided support or making a one-time donation,
contact BCM Intl. or follow this link:
him with a second-hand three-wheeler (a
Sri Lanka Pastors Fund
typical Sri Lankan taxi cab built on a
motorcycle-style framework). He built such a
successful taxicab business that he was able to
acquire a new three-wheeler. Then another
micro-enterprise loan permitted his wife to
begin a kiosk from their home. Today they
have not only faithfully paid their loan, but are
able to contribute generously to their local
BCM church.
Other projects have including helping
families purchase cattle, a sewing machine to
make clothes for sale, a tractor to increase
farming profits. As each family has repaid
their loan, it has been made available to
another family. To date more than 160 families
have benefited from the program.
As for Rev. Susiri, as BCM Lanka
continued to grow, he would once again be
BCM Church on hillside
more than 1000 slum-area children with
necessary school resources. Other outreaches
include HIV awareness and micro-enterprise
programs.
Even without constant conflict, life
remains often difficult for Christians. Being
denied jobs and education is not uncommon.
Families frequently disown converts. And
many who have come to faith are from the
poorest of the poor.
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GROWING UP BCM LANKA
By: Meashed Liyanage
Growing up as son of a well-known Christian pastor
was not always easy. But one thing I always
appreciated was how my father, Rev. Susiri
Liyanage, would take us with him to visit churches
and preach the Gospel throughout Sir Lanka. Even
as small children, my sisters and I were aware of
the civil war and the pain and suffering many were
enduring. I have countless unforgettable memories
of those days, but some stand out in particular.
I was in fifth grade when our family set out
from Colombo, the capital of Sri Lanka where we
lived, to a church plant on the border of Tamil Tiger
guerrilla territory. Since the trip took 8-9 hours, we
left well before dawn. Once we reached the conflict
zone, we had to stop at a military checkpoint. The
next stretch led through thick jungle from which
guerrilla forces routinely launched ambushes,
killing many civilians and military personnel, so all
vehicles had to join a convoy escorted by armored
military jeeps.
As my father drove, I kept an eye on the
dense foliage edging the road. Suddenly, I spotted
a truck tucked well under the leafy branches of a
big tree filled with people in camouflage clothing.
While I didn’t yell or panic, I was sure in my heart
this would be my last trip with my father. We were
about to be killed by guerrillas.
But our military escorts were driving at a
precarious velocity. As we sped along after them,
we quickly left the guerrilla force behind. Once
through the jungle stretch, we were able to stop and
hug each other, relieved we’d escaped unharmed.
We learned later that what I’d seen was a terrorist
faction that made a practice of planting claymore
mines in the road in order to ambush convoys. God
had kept us safe.
On another occasion, my father had traveled
by bus to preach in a conflict zone. Those were
days when Sri Lankans lived in fear as one never
knew what would happen the next moment. Suicide
bombers were infiltrating the Colombo city limits
and attacking government installations. After
preaching, my father normally tried to catch a bus
home the same day so as to spend as much time
as possible with his family. But on this particular
occasion, the local BCM pastor insisted my father
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spend the night. Reluctantly, my father agreed.
Very early the next morning, the pastor’s
home was disrupted by church members flocking in
to see if Rev. Susiri had caught the night bus to
Colombo. News had just arrived that the bus had
been attacked by terrorists, leaving many dead, the
rest seriously injured. If my father had been on that
bus, he likely would not be alive today. God very
clearly had other plans for his future. My father and
the others fell on their knees to thank God for
saving his life.
Nor were guerrillas the only danger. The
roads were narrow and winding, crossing mountain
ranges with sheer drop-offs. On one occasion, my
father was traveling back from preaching with
another pastor. It was late at night, and as the other
pastor drove their vehicle along the pitch-dark
mountain road, he fell asleep at the wheel. He woke
up and braked just as the vehicle was heading
towards the edge of a cliff.
As the two men stepped out, they could see
that one wheel was actually inched out over the
drop-off. Psalms 91:11-12 tells us that God will
send His angels to guard us. “They will lift you up in
their hands, so that you will not strike your foot
against a stone.” Surely God’s angels were there
that night to keep their vehicle from going over the
edge!

On a different occasion when I was 13 years
old, our family was returning home from another of
our BCM branch churches. Dad owned at that time
an old Mitsubishi Delica L300 van. Petrol was so
expensive at the time that the van had been
modified to use as supplemental fuel a domestic
natural gas cylinder such as is used to power gas
stoves or refrigerators. About midnight as we
traveled, our petrol ran out, so my father stopped
the van and switched over to the natural gas
cylinder. But before we’d gone another kilometer,
our accelerator cable broke.
By now everyone in the van was getting
worried. This was an isolated stretch of road
without so much as a street lamp to provide
illumination. Getting out his tool box, my father
pulled out a long-nose pliers and asked me to get
into the driver’s seat. Though I’d already learned to
drive, I was quite small then and could barely see
over the steering wheel. While I drove, my father
used the pliers to grab the broken end of the cable.
Every time I needed to change gears, he had to
pull on the cable with the pliers.
We’d only inched along another few
kilometers when the gas cylinder began to run dry.
The van was barely moving when I spotted a light
up ahead on the roadside. By then it was about
1AM. As we drew near, we saw a night shop. The
van coasted to a stop right in front of the shop. My
father went inside. Somehow he was able to
convince the owner to sell him a gas cylinder the
man was using to cook food for night travelers. We
exchanged the cylinder and continued driving,
myself at the wheel and my father pulling on the
cable. We finally reached Colombo around 5AM.

Adventure on the Road—Sri Lanka

Meashad Speaking—Praying

God kept us safe that night as He did in so
many other difficult situations we had to face as a
family. God always supplied our needs even when
we had few material possessions. As I witnessed
from earliest childhood my father’s passion to
serve God, I recognized that sacrifice doesn’t come
easy. But the many hardships we all went through
shaped each of us—my sister and myself and our
parents—to be who we are now and prepared us to
serve among the most vulnerable and needy
communities that surround us. God has been so
gracious and wonderful in permitting us as a family
to serve Him and share His love and Good News
with those in need across the island of Sri Lanka.
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A Monument of Praise: God Is Not Finished With BCM Italy
By: Jim & Fran Lines with Jeanette Windle

“Great are the works of the Lord!” (Psalm 111:2)

Without new leadership, both camp and publishing
Had the time come to shut down BCM ministry in house would be forced to close once the Lines left
Italy for retirement.
Italy? After a half-century of ministry, founders and
directors of BCM Italy Jim and Fran Lines were well
But Jim and Fran Lines had seen God work
past retirement age, and no new fulltime BCM
miracles before (see BCM World Article “Compelled
By Love”), beginning with Camp Maranatha itself.
missionaries were available to take their place. At
Establishing a Christian camp where children, teens
greatest stake were Camp Maranatha and BCM
and families could come to know Jesus Christ and
Italy’s publishing house, which produced Italiangrow in Him had been a top priority for the Lines
language versions of Footsteps of Faith and other
since they’d arrived in Italy in 1963. But with sixty
core BCM curriculum and teaching resources.
million people in a country the size of California,
property for a camp was prohibitively scarce and
expensive.
Then God’s miracle began to unfold. An ItalianAmerican who owned forty acres in Utah deeded the
property for BCM Italy’s camp project. Other
Christians in Italy and North America began to
donate as well. By 1979, the camp fund held more
than $15,000USD. Still, every likely property Lines
had investigated had an asking price at least ten
times that much. Then Jim and Fran heard about an
old farmstead up in the mountains an hour’s drive
west of Rimini, the coastal city in north-central Italy
where the Lines lived. The century-old stone
farmhouse had not been used in ten years, but there
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Camp Maranatha
was water, electricity and ten acres of land. Best of
all, the asking cost was only $35,000.
BCM Italy signed the deed in November, 1979.
When payment was due, somehow the money was
always there. Fran Lines shares, “The story of how
the Lord built Camp Maranatha (which translates as
“the Lord comes!”) is too long to relate here, but it is
a story of miracles. Many times we were
discouraged—like the time the whole center of the
farmhouse caved in due to earthquake tremors
throughout the Apennine Mountain chain. But the
Lord always came through!”
Camp Maranatha obtained its operating license
in 1993, though camps were held even during the
building years. The camps began yielding a rich
harvest as many came to know Christ as Savior and
Lord. Maranatha became a center of evangelism
and discipleship in a totally unevangelized area of
Italy, the closest evangelical church nearly an hour’s
drive away.
In 2002, Jim and Fran turned directorship of
Camp Maranatha over to BCM Italy missionaries
Michael and Lorna Ralston from Canada. For the
next decade, the Lines focused on the literature
ministry, adding the Italian translation of BCM’s
children’s leadership training program In Step with
the Master Teacher and a series of small, practical
Bible commentaries to BCM Italy’s publications

catalog. They also taught Bible and leadership
classes as well as the ISMT teacher training course
in churches throughout Italy.
But after 50 years of ministry in Italy, Jim and
Fran would soon be relocating to their native USA.
The Ralstons had moved on to a different ministry. A
Camp Committee offered oversight for Maranatha,
and the Italian churches had provided many
excellent volunteers over the years. But there was
no fulltime personnel to take over either the camp or
publishing house. The Lines gathered together with
Italian Christian leadership to seek God’s leading for
the future. Was God finished with Camp Maranatha?
If not, who would carry on?
As the group sought God’s leading, Jim and Fran
Lines began to see a fresh miracle unfold. Among
Italian Christians with whom the Lines had shared
this need was a church lay leader named Enrico
Pasquini and his wife Betty. The Pasquinis had
attended family camps at Maranatha. Their children
had grown up attending youth camps there. Betty
had been a camp volunteer many times over the
years. Enrico shared with Jim that God had been
speaking to him for some time about leaving his
secular career to work fulltime in ministry. He was
especially interested in camp ministry, where he
could be involved in training and equipping adults
and children to serve Christ more effectively.
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their own objective of discipling both children and
adults. Enrico and Betty, along with another Camp
Committee member gifted in teaching, began
preparing to become lead trainers for the course.
These three now head up ISMT training in Italy,
holding seminars across the country to raise up
effective Sunday School teachers and children’s
ministry leaders for the local church.
Now relocated to the USA, Jim and Fran rejoice
to see the ministry of BCM Italy begun more than
fifty years ago moving forward under a new
generation of Italian Christian leadership. Today
Camp Maranatha is functioning at full capacity.
Summer camps are filled to overflowing, and other
Enrico & Betty Pasquini
camps, conferences, and church events are hosted
year-round. Both ISMT training and publications
At that time, Enrico was working in an executive continue to expand with three new releases already
position as a supervisor for over 700 employees. His scheduled for publication over the next two years.
wife Betty had also worked for a secular company
In February, 2015, Enrico and Betty Pasquini
and was especially gifted in administration. In 2012,
attended BCM Europe’s candidate school in Puten,
Enrico and Betty were offered the opportunity to
Netherlands, where they were appointed as full-time
direct that summer’s family camps. By summer’s
end, their capable directorship, love for the campers, BCM ministry personnel. They still have limited
and concern for their charges’ spiritual welfare made financial support, but are trusting fully in their allclear to the Camp Committee that God had uniquely powerful Father to provide all that they need. Please
pray for the Pasquinis that God will supply
prepared this couple for the position of camp
directors. Though Enrico and Betty were not the only needed financial support for their family as well
candidates, the decision to call the Pasquinis was a as Camp Maranatha and other BCM Italy
ministries.
unanimous one.
Jim and Fran Lines summarize: “This brief article
For the Pasquinis, accepting that invitation was a
step of faith, since the new position required leaving can in no way exhaust the wonder-working of God in
the establishment of His work through BCM
a steady paycheck with no guarantee of financial
International in Italy. Our objective is simply to erect
backing. But in November, 2012, Enrico and Betty
a monument of praise to Him, who is responsible for
informed the committee they were willing to accept
it all.”
the challenge.
Nor was this the only answer to prayer. As Enrico
learned more about BCM Italy, he shared with the
Lines his concerns that the publications ministry
continue. Since discipleship was a main focus of
their ministry, good books and other publications
would be necessary. Other Camp Committee
members also expressed their concern that this
ministry continue. A new committee was formed to
take over BCM Italy publications.
As camp directors, Enrico and Betty also became
acquainted with BCM Italy’s In Step with the Master
Teacher (ISMT) children’s ministry training program.
They immediately caught the vision of equipping
gifted local teachers to in turn become trainers and
help equip others. Here was a means of multiplying
10 BCMWorld

Pasquinis with ISMT colleague & graduate

Stan Tyson teaching with translator NCWC

By: Lisa Biegert with Stan Tyson
The phone conversation just days before the
National Children’s Workers Conference in
Bangladesh was not what BCM missionary Stan
Tyson was hoping to hear. “Because of the hartel
[a political strike with potential violence], we are
delaying the conference by one day. We hope most
of the people registered will still be able to attend.
Your speaking will all be done on Saturday. On
Sunday we’ll take you back to the airport for your
flight home. The trainers you trained in 2012 will
do their training Sunday.”

Stan also attended one day of the National
Children’s Workers Conference—a bi-annual
conference attended by hundreds of children’s
workers from around the country. Stan explains,
“Generation Bangladesh organizes these
conferences in order to highlight the importance of
ministry to children and provide a time of
equipping and refreshment for the people.”

Stan and his wife Mary Ann had taken their first
trip to Bangladesh in February, 2012, primarily to
visit their daughter, working there with another
mission organization. What began as a sight-seeing
tour ended with Stan seeing for the first time the
Bangla edition of BCM’s teacher training resource,
In Step with the Master Teacher (ISMT), and
giving an overview of how the material works to a
team known as Generation Bangladesh, led by a
Bangladeshi Christian leader named Sukhen (see
BCM World article I Just Said Yes).
Conferee with Bangla ISMT material
March 2015 11

Bangladeshi Trainers Teaching ISMT

Stan returned to Bangladesh in November,
2012, along with BCM England missionary, Barb
VanValkenburg, to conduct a three-day Train the
Trainer event, which would prepare Bangladeshi
leaders to teach the ISMT material themselves.
Seventeen attended from a variety of
denominations and organizations. By the time Stan
and Barb left the country, the new trainees held
two workshops themselves with about twenty
children’s workers in attendance. Over the next
year, more than a thousand Christian ministry
leaders throughout Bangladesh received at least
some portion of ISMT training!
So in October, 2014, Stan was excited to be
returning to Bangladesh as guest speaker at the
Sixth National Children’s Workers Conference. For
Stan, the highlight of the trip would be witnessing
in action the new Bangladeshi ISMT trainers he
and Barb had trained two years earlier. Now
Sukhen’s phone call had changed those plans.
The conference was held in the countryside
outside Bangladesh’s capital city of Dhaka. 350
children’s workers had registered. Despite the
hartel, 390, representing 39 different
denominations and organizations, ended up
attending. Only one campground in Bangladesh,
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owned by a Christian denomination, was large
enough to accommodate so many people. Sessions
took place in a large meeting hall. Meals were
typical Bangladeshi cuisine—rice, fish, and
vegetables—cooked over wood fires. At night, men
and women slept on concrete floors in two
separate dorms. Not only was the hartel going on
during this time, but also a nation-wide power
outage. Thankfully, the camp had its own
generator.
“ISMT was just a portion of the conference,”
says Stan. “But Sukhen, the Generation
Bangladesh leader, wanted to highlight it in order
to encourage further training to be conducted by
the Bangladeshi trainers.”
The original plan was for Stan to present three
of ISMT’s core sessions over the first two days of
the conference. Bangladeshi leaders trained in the
2012 conference would present an additional
satellite session. But now with the adjusted
schedule made necessary by the hartel, Stan
taught all day Saturday, then returned to Dhaka
for his flight home. On Sunday, the trainees held
their workshops—without their Master Trainer.

Despite his initial disappointment, the more
Stan thought about it, the more he realized the

significance of what had happened. “They were
capable enough to do it even without me. By
necessity, they were comfortable enough adjusting
the schedule to what was needed. In fact, they are
more capable then me to train children’s workers in
Bangladesh. They understand the culture and do
not need a translator. Though I didn’t get to see
them leading the workshops, they sent pictures
and a report by email. Sukhen later told me what a
great job they all did.”
In just two years’ time, the ministry
of ISMT has truly exploded across
Bangladesh. What began simply as
Sukhen’s desire for some sort of training
to be made available for children’s
workers has now become available
nationwide. In 2014, just prior to Stan’s
arrival for the National Children’s Worker
Conference, Bangladesh sent their first
two trainers to Sri Lanka for Mobilize
Asia, a BCM conference that brought
together representatives from many
countries to focus on developing a
strategy for equipping children’s workers
using ISMT. These two are now the first
Lead Trainers for all Bangladesh.

NCWC 2014 Conferees, Bangladesh

Stan sums up: “ISMT in Bangladesh has
matured to the point where not only do the
Bangladeshi Christians have a training tool and a
resource that they can use, but their own
indigenous leadership. God capably put many
pieces together to bring this training tool to
Bangladesh. It was exciting for me to be one small
part of what He is doing!”

Sukhen with Translator Lipton and Stan Tyson
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What man sometimes views as hopeless God can use to accomplish great things. See what God has done
and is doing through BCM Camp Maranatha in the article on page 8.
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