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Covid-19
Reinvention

Bible Club

A few minutes before ten o’clock on Sunday morning, I sat in front 
of my laptop getting ready to join a Bible Club in Nigeria via Zoom. 
Since joining BCM as the international children’s ministry coordinator 
in January 2020, I’d wanted to visit Bible Clubs to learn about this 
signature ministry that has brought so many boys and girls to Christ 
since BCM was founded as the Bible Club Movement in 1936.

My plan was to start visiting Bible Clubs once the weather got 
warmer for travel. But by the time spring came, our world entered into 
the reality of coronavirus lockdowns. In consequence, I hadn’t visited a 
single Bible Club since until I discovered this virtual BCM club based 
in Nigeria about a month ago. 

Soon the leader, Aunty KeKe as she was affectionately called by her 
Bible clubbers, let me in. Immediately I felt excitement in the Zoom 
room as boys and girls logged in one by one. To these children, I am 
Teacher Sophia from America. I’d joined them a couple times before 
and found them very polite and welcoming. 

I’d learned from Aunty KeKe that this Bible Club was started 
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discussed the topic and read reports from BCM 
personnel globally, I have summarized several 
models through which BCM children’s ministry 
leadership around the world are creatively 
adapting to COVID and implementing changes.

in 2018 in Abuja, the capital city of Nigeria, 
and had shifted to virtual February 2020. I’d 
been surprised to learn how many locations 
these children came from. Over the months of 
lockdown, Aunty Keke had close to forty clubbers 
scattered across Nigeria, Kenya, Uganda, UK, 
Canada, and even the United States.

The challenge to meet on Zoom is at the 
mercy of local Wi-Fi connections. Sometimes 
children can’t log on due to unstable networks. 
But on this day, we had about thirty kids in the 
club, including some newcomers from Abuja 
and all the way from London, UK. Aunty KeKe 
welcomed everyone with a big smile and cheers. 
Then she led a Bible lesson on the prophet 
Daniel as a young boy taken captive to Babylon, 
encouraging the children to stand firm in their 
faith like Daniel and trust God for His guidance. 
I chimed in here and there. 

Later in the class, Aunty KeKe brought out a 
pack of playdough. As she demonstrated a simple 
craft, she promised to send playdough to those 
clubbers living in the Abuja area. She instructed 
those children outside of Nigeria to look for 
playdough in their local Dollar Store. One child 
from London commented that he wasn’t sure if 
there were Dollar Stores or playdough in London. 
Aunty KeKe assured him there was and suggested 
he ask his parents for help.

The club was ended with lots good-byes and 
thank-yous. After I logged off, I thought about a 
question one child had asked. “When can we go 
back to the field [original location of in-person 
Bible Club] where we used to meet?”

I mentally asked myself the same question. 
When would this Bible Club go back to 
“normal”? Will we ever go back to normal? 
What will a future Bible Club be like after this 
pandemic is over. Will it ever be over?

If you are a Bible Club teacher or involved in 
children’s ministry, you might have asked yourself 
similar questions. I feel unprepared for all the 
changes the COVID crisis has thrown at me. 
When schools and churches are closed, how can 
we continue to share Christ with children? I 
think God is pushing us out of our comfort zone. 
He is challenging us to be creative and think out-
of-the-box. This isn’t easy. It does take creativity 
and adaptability to venture through this uncertain 
time and trust God for wisdom and strength. 

So what can we do when we can’t teach our 
students in person or in the classroom? As I’ve 

www.Facebook.com/BCMInternational


Page 4      www.BCMINTL.org

Low Tech (no computer needed).
1. Holding Bible Clubs outdoors. If local health authorities permit outdoor gatherings, meeting with children 

in the backyard, a playground, or the park is a safer alternative than indoors. For example, in Michigan where 
BCM holds numerous school Bible Clubs, one teacher received permission to hold the Bible Club at the 
playground. One concern in northern climates is what to do when the weather turns cold.

2. Mailbox Bible Club ministry. For those who enjoy corresponding with children, Mailbox Bible Club is a 
good option. BCM’s Mailbox ministry is ongoing (see article on page 5, Bible Club by Mail). Contact BCM 
to order materials or have them mailed to Bible Club children.

3. Adapting VBS to home groups. When the three VBS programs BCM Canada missionary Carol Eagle was 
scheduled to teach were cancelled, she adapted the program into five-day “home clubs” that satisfied Ontario 
coronavirus restrictions, including limited attendance per house group and memory verses, singing, crafts, 
games, even a closing program for friends and relatives held outside. Check local health regulations and be 
creative.

High Tech: (meeting virtually where in-person is 
restricted).

1. Tapping into social media. Kimmy, a BCM children’s ministry leader in Yangon, the capital of Myanmar, 
uses Messenger Group Chat to connect with her students and encourage them to remain strong in their 
faith. For students who don’t have Facebook accounts, she gives them a phone call.

2. Livestream via Facebook. In Castleday, Ireland, BCM camp directors Jenna and Nathan Dancy held a 
Cookery Camp over Easter that attracted hundreds of viewers (see Castledaly Cookery Camp Goes Digital). 
An advantage was being able to interact with participants in real time via chat comments.

3. Zoom Bible Clubs. Myanmar, Nigeria, the UK, Philippines, and Canada are just a few BCM fields hosting 
live interactive Bible Clubs via Zoom.

4. Online Missions Conference. One church in Maryland was looking for overseas missionaries to lead the 
children’s program for their annual missions conference. BCM Peru missionaries Shantal and Jonatan 
Odicio, answered the call, using Zoom to lead an excellent program.

5. Partnership among BCM ministry fields. BCM Philippines ministry leader Fay invited BCM leadership 
from Russia, Myanmar, Nepal, and India to teach missions in the virtual forum their Royal Kids Club 
(BCM Philippines Bible Club program). This provided children with a missionary perspective beyond their 
own local church. 

6. Making videos for Bible Club children. One BCM missionary has produced the entire New Testament 
Volume 1 of BCM’s Footsteps of Faith curriculum in Mandarin Chinese on YouTube. These videos have 
been shared with teachers and churches in Southeast Asia. Other creative Bible Club and Sunday School 
video programs have been produced in Spanish by BCM Peru and in English by BCM Canada and BCM 
Scotland. All these programs have been used in multiple countries.

7. Sending a Bible Club or camp package. Ireland, Canada, the United States, and Italy are among BCM 
ministry fields that have found creative ways to send “camp in a box” or “Bible Club in a box” (see, When 
God’s Plans Change Ours) to children where coronavirus has cancelled summer camps and Bible Club 
programs. Children use each day’s materials for lessons, crafts, and activities, which makes Zoom learning 
more interesting.

There are countless other creative ideas not included in the list above. As the world is 
waiting for a COVID-19 vaccine, I see this is an opportunity for us to re-group and 
re-invent. When the world is open again for in-person ministry, we’d better be prepared 
to take our mission on to another level. Our calling is clear, and COVID-19 can’t stop us 
from teaching children to know God, love God, and obey God.

www.BCMINTL.org
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Bible Club
by Mail

When the coronavirus lock-down began last 
spring, BCM’s Mailbox Bible Club coordinator 
Marianne Schuster was concerned what this 
would do to Mailbox ministry. Marianne 
describes Mailbox ministry as a Bible Club 
by mail (see Mailbox Bible Club: Displaying a 
Heavenly Father’s Persistent Love, BCM World 
Magazine, Fall 2010). It includes a series of 
fun and interactive Bible correspondence 
courses graded for ages four through adult. 
Participants finish each lesson, return it by 
mail to their MBBC sponsor, then receive the 
next in the mail. At the end of each course, the 
student receives a Certificate of Completion.

The Mailbox Bible Club program is used 
as follow-up by BCM camps and Bible Club 
ministries. If camps and clubs were shutting 
down, who would be ordering MBBC courses? 
The ministry might need to shut down at least 
for 2020.

But God had other plans, Marianne 
discovered. To her surprise, one state MBBC 
coordinator placed a sizeable order, writing, 
“Because of the cancellation of schools and 

Bible Clubs, I am receiving more requests than 
ever for Mailbox Club.”

Another BCM missionary requested Mailbox 
lessons for her brother-in-law, pastor of a small 
rural church whose Sunday school and VBS 
had been cancelled due to quarantine. With 
Mailbox lessons, he could still reach out to 
children in his church. BCM missionaries 
in the Corning, NY, area decided to present 
Mailbox Bible Club in nine schools where their 
after-school Bible Clubs had to be cancelled. 
Eight of the nine schools responded with a 
number of students signing up for courses. 

Then a BCM camp asked if it would be 
possible to use MBBC courses for their 
leadership development program for young 
people ages 14-17. Instead of closing down, 
MBBC has sent out more lessons this year 
than last year. 

“We are praying that the Lord will keep 
the students faithful in doing the lessons,” 
expresses Marianne Schuster. “And that there 
will be fruit for eternity. God is faithful all the 
time!”
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Choosing Life in Bolivia’s 
Covid-Struck Highlands

By: Jeanette Windle with Fernando and Marilyn 
Fernandez

When BCM Bolivia missionaries Fernando and 
Marilyn Fernandez chose their ministry vision 
statement, it was one that applies as aptly to their own 
family: 

“I have set before you life and death . . . Now choose 
life, so that you and your children may live and that 
you may love the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy 
30:19b-20).

Fernando and Marilyn Fernandez both grew up 
in Christian homes in the Bolivian highland city of 
Cochabamba. Marilyn’s father was a missionary pastor. 
She began ministry herself in her teens, working with 
children’s camps, Bible Clubs, AWANA, and puppet 
ministry. Fernando felt God’s call to ministry at sixteen 
and has served as a pastor and evangelist for more than 
fifteen years. 

If that isn’t enough to keep them busy, both 
graduated with degrees in general medicine (M.D.) 

and maintain an active medical practice. All three 
of their children are involved with their parents in 
ministry. Their daughter is finishing her own medical 
degree and is a leader with InterVarsity at her 
university. Their oldest son is completing a degree in 
computer science and heads up a worship ministry. 
Even their youngest son, age ten, is happy to lend a 
helping hand in evangelistic and social aid outreaches. 

Fernando and Marilyn were part of BCM’s first 
missionary candidate school in Bolivia almost twenty 
years ago. Seeing the enormous poverty, lack of health 
care, and subsequent unnecessary death rates in their 
nation, the poorest country in Latin America, they felt 
called to a ministry that not only shares the gospel but 
meets people’s life-and-death physical needs. This led 
to founding their Christian medical ministry, Elijo 
La Vida, or I Choose Life. The ministry encompasses 
a number of outreaches, especially to poverty-level 
women and children, the most neglected segment of 
Bolivian society.

www.BCMINTL.org


Through the clinic, needy patients not only receive direct medical 
care but preventative screenings for cervical and breast cancer as 
well as other medical testing. This is a program taken into villages 
and poor neighborhoods in cooperation with local churches. Most 
of these areas have no access to medical care or health education. As 
women wait for screening, they receive basic health presentations 
and instructional videos. The gospel is also communicated through 
puppet shows, devotional talks, and sharing God’s love and mercy 
one-on-one. Many women have placed their faith in Jesus Christ 
through this program. 

A second program carries out school assemblies throughout the 
city of Cochabamba on the topics of sex, abortion, and abstinence. 
Introducing teens to the Author of life, Jesus Christ, is always a 
central part of each presentation.

Another program, Entre Amigas, or Among Friends, helps single 
mothers choose life for their babies instead of abortion. Along with 
parental training, counseling, and discipleship, this program also 
helps the mothers finish their education and some type of technical 
training so that they can support their children. 

PREVENTATIVE HEALTH 
CARE AND EDUCATION

BREATH OF LIFE
Five years ago, the Fernandez added a new field of ministry, 

Aliento de Vida, or Breath of Life, which helps patients and their 
families with palliative care, i.e., the medical, psychological, social, 
and physical care of terminally ill patients and their families. This 
began as Fernando and Marilyn saw numerous patients with 
advanced cancer and other terminal illnesses coming through their 
ministry who were too poor for any palliative medical care. Patients 
as well as their families were left experiencing extreme physical pain 
and grief in the final months and weeks of life. 

“God placed a burden on our hearts for these people,” shares 
Marilyn Fernandez. “At first we resisted because we knew how 
painful it would be to work with so much suffering as people face 
death.”

But Fernando and Marilyn also knew many of these people were 
facing eternity without knowing Jesus Christ as Savior. Returning 
to the classroom, they both completed a post-graduate degree in 
palliative care, then started Aliento de Vida, which adds to medical 
and familial palliative care a clear presentation of the hope of eternal 
life in Jesus Christ.

“Our objective is that these patients pass their final days without 
pain and in the presence of family,” shares Fernando and Marilyn. 
“But above all that they leave this life knowing Jesus Christ and with 
the assurance of eternal life in heaven.” 

Sharing Jesus Christ with terminally ill patients has also led to 
their families and community hearing the gospel. In the midst of 
pain and death, entire families have come to Christ and are now part 
of a local church.



COVID-19

The Fernandez family

When the coronavirus reached Bolivia, little attention 
was at first given beyond the basic quarantine restrictions 
of other countries. The official rate of infection and death 
remains extremely low with only 150,000 confirmed cases 
and 9000 deaths since March. But these figures reflected 
the grim reality that most Bolivians had access to neither 
COVID-testing nor health care, so they simply didn’t show 
up on official reports.

The true extent of the virus became apparent by July 
when in just a five-day period police collected over four 
hundred bodies of COVID victims left abandoned in the 
streets. The hospitals became so overwhelmed they began 
shutting their doors and posting signs that read: “There 
Is No Space.” Funeral homes and cemeteries stopped 
accepting burials. Medications, lab tests, chemotherapy and 
radiation for cancer patients, and virtually every medical 
supply were in short supply or not available at all. 

All of which propelled Elijo La Vida Ministries in a new 
direction. Their medical team has been able to make home 
visits to many pastors, church members, and missionaries 
all across the city of Cochabamba who contracted COVID, 
supplying treatment, medications, oxygen, and other 
essential supplies. They also consulted by phone with at 
least fifteen to twenty new coronavirus patients a day, 
eventually supervising a total of more than two hundred-
fifty COVID patients.

One sizeable group to which the Fernandez minister are 
children with cancer. More than twenty of these patients 
contracted COVID, which meant that their entire families 
were quarantined. Simply tracking down medications and 
ensuring the children and their families have food has been 
a major undertaking.

Sadly, five adult cancer patients and two of the children 
lost their battle to COVID. But Fernando and Marilyn 
give thanks that all had received Jesus Christ and are now 
free of pain and death in the presence of their Savior.

“These were truly difficult months,” shares Marilyn. “We 
saw friends, fellow pastors and their families, medical 
colleagues, and many brothers and sisters in Christ die of 
COVID. Our entire family except Fernando contracted 
the virus, and we spent a month in isolation. Thank God 
we have all recovered. But these were times when we could 
only hold on to our Savior, trusting and depending on 
Him.” 

Coronavirus also brought suffering to many families who 
have not experienced illness but have been left without 
employment or food for their families due to the strict 
quarantine regulations. Elijo La Vida has been able to help 
more than two hundred families with food supplies. 

Drs. Fernando and Marilyn Fernandez ask for ongoing 
prayer:

• For their patients, children as well as adults, and 
for the families, especially their many end-of-life 
patients. 

• For physical stamina and emotional fortitude for the 
Elijo La Vida team and for the Fernandez family as 
they care for terminal patients in difficult, traumatic 
circumstances.

• For financial provision to continue helping patients 
at the poorest end of the economic scale.

• For additional volunteers to carry the ministry 
forward.

“Above all,” summarizes Marilyn, “pray with 
us that God will give us opportunity to continue 
reaching those enduring such great suffering with 
the hope of the gospel and the love and mercy of our 
heavenly Father so they may f ind eternal peace 
and rest with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
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1 Africa ISMT
update

By: Jeanette Windle with Pat Govender

No one expected the global coronavirus pandemic 
to still be closing down in-person ministries and 
conferences nine months later. Thankfully, the virtual 
training programs Pat Govender, BCM Africa Director 
for children’s ministry training, instituted last spring 
(Locking Down ISMT, BCM World, Summer 2020) 
continue to bear rich fruit across Africa and even the 
Caribbean. 

From April to September, twenty-nine new trainers 
and fifty children’s ministry leaders from eleven different 
countries completed Train the Trainer (TTT) and 
In Step with the Master Teacher (ISMT) programs 
through Zoom and other online training methods. What 
exactly is the difference? ISMT trains ministry leaders to 
effectively reach children for Christ inside and outside 
a church building. TTT actually prepares experienced 
children’s ministry leadership to carry on their own 
ISMT training programs within their city, nation, and 
region.

Among this year’s newly graduated trainers are thirteen 
from Haiti, who will now be facilitating ISMT training 
across their Caribbean island nation. One new trainer 
from Haiti, Rubinson Dorce, already held online ISMT 
training programs in October and has a second one set 
for December. In November, Pat also followed up with 
ISMT satellite training, which allowed new trainers to 
actually teach a satellite session online, providing them 
the experience of communicating the material in a 
virtual context.

www.Facebook.com/BCMInternational
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1-3. Train the Trainer graduates 4. Jane King teaching 
Train the Trainer over Zoom 5. Train the Trainer student 
explaining the lesson 6. Train the Trainer student
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“Even in the midst of any crisis, God 
wonderfully works out His plan and He 
continues to work to bring people to Him,” Pat 
expresses. “We really thank the Lord for all our 
trainers who have served children through 
online training and equipping and encouraging 
workers. As to the future, with the changes taking 
place regarding Covid-19 in Africa and other 
countries, I am asking God, ‘What now, Lord?’ 
We still have some online training planned. From 
there, we will take it as God leads. Please pray 
with me for wisdom to know exactly what those 
steps should be.”

There is one more higher level of ISMT leadership, 
that of Lead Trainers, who are qualified to spearhead 
TTT as well as conduct ISMT training conferences 
in their region. One such Lead Trainer from Kenya, 
Jane Ondongo, illustrates the multiplication factor 
of the virtual program Pat Govender initiated. 
During these same months of quarantine, Jane 
Ondongo has worked with a group of twenty 
pastors to train more than three hundred children’s 
ministry leaders, including pastoral staff and parents 
who wanted training to teach their own children 
kept home during quarantine. She also runs a virtual 
discipleship class for adolescents from twelve to 
fourteen years old. More than two hundred people 
have joined some of these online sessions.

One advantage of virtual teaching is that distance 
is no longer an issue. BCM missionary Jane King 
has taught some of the African TTT sessions 
from clear across the Atlantic in Pennsylvania, 
USA, as did ISMT director Olga Zeitseva from 
Russia. Pat Govender has in turn taught sessions 
for Jane Ondongo’s training events in Kenya from 
six thousand kilometers away in East London, 
South Africa. Pat Govender has also adapted virtual 
training well beyond ISMT to include teaching 
sessons for Bible Clubs, family ministry, webinars, 
enrichment seminars, discipleship courses, and other 
online training and ministry. 

What lies ahead as quarantine regulations are 
gradually being lifted across Africa? What kind of 
“new normal” will the 2020 pandemic leave behind? 
Pat is praying for God’s guidance in precisely these 
issues. 

www.BCMINTL.org
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Handi*Camp 2020 
Comes to Zoom

By: Lauri Barrette

Handi*Camp Canada and summer 
have been synonymous for twenty 
years now. Teens and young adults with 
special needs reference this annual week 
of overnight camping at BCM’s Mill 
Stream Bible Camp in northern Ontario 
as the “Big Family Reunion.” For many, 
it is the highlight of their year. So it was 
with concern and disappointment that 
Handi*Camp Canada directors Daniel 
and Lauri Barrette received official word 
from health authorities that, due to 
COVID-19, no overnight camps would 
be permitted this summer. 

But that wasn’t the end of 
Handi*Camp 2020. After a survey of 
staff, parents, and campers to determine 
time preferences, access to internet, and 
availability to help campers get online, 
we began planning a virtual version of 
camp. One clear message came through 
from campers: “Make it as interactive as 
possible!” So we did.

One Handi*Camp staff member had 
already taught online public-school 
classes and had the skills to create 
an interactive new website (www.
handicampcanada.ca). This in turn was 
linked to our regularly scheduled Zoom 
chapel sessions, tuck time, and campfire. 
Staff members came up with many 

creative electives to choose from each 
day. Among these were a musical canoe 
trip with wildlife sightings, a virtual 
caving experience, science experiments, 
baking, indoor and outdoor scavenger 
hunts, and much more. Campers 
enthusiastically posted their findings 
and creations on Facebook for everyone 
to see. 

One important aspect of camp we 
didn’t want to leave behind was the 
encouragement mail typically delivered 
each morning at the breakfast table. So 
a mailbox was created on the website for 
each camper where people could type 
in messages to lift their spirits. Each 
morning, campers enjoyed opening up 
their new messages. We also included 
photo and video highlights from past 
years and a growing collection of camp 
jokes shared by our resident jokester, 
Uncle Peter.

Bible lessons centered on the theme 
of God’s enduring presence with review 
games and memory verse games all 
done interactively online. Theme verse 
for the week was Isaiah 41:10: “Do not 
be afraid for I am with you. Do not be 
discouraged for I am your God. I will 
make you strong, I will help you. I will 
hold you with my right hand.”  Such 
words of comfort were much needed 

after many months of coronavirus 
quarantine and isolation.

Then with the click of a mouse 
(computer, not mammal!), Handi*Camp 
2020 was over. That is, all but countless 
great memories. The blessings and 
benefits of doing camp virtually soon 
began to ease the disappointments of 
not meeting in person. Virtual camp 
created opportunities for many to attend 
who could not have done so in person. 
A family from Pennsylvania was able to 
participate who couldn’t have crossed the 
border due to coronavirus restrictions. 
One camper was able to join in from her 
hospital bed. Former campers who had 
moved far away were able to reconnect 
with old friends via ZOOM. Family 
members who may not yet be believers 
were exposed to Bible lessons and 
worship music as they helped loved ones 
with the technology.  

Virtual Handi*Camp went so well 
that plans are now in the works for a 
Handi*Camp ZOOM reunion this 
December. We are also considering 
the possibilities of an online option for 
Handi*Camp even after we are able to 
meet together again in person. We praise 
God for guiding us through the darkness 
of this difficult pandemic to continue to 
find ways to share His light!
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By: BCM Brazil Team with Jeanette Windle

With over six million cases of coronavirus and almost 
two-hundred thousand recorded deaths, 2020 has been a 
challenging time in Brazil. BCM’s ministry there, Ministerio 
Centralizado Na Biblia, or MCB, is based in Recife, 
northeastern Brazil’s largest urban area with more than four 
million population. MCB missionaries and volunteer teams 
reach over ten thousand children each week in Recife’s drug, 
violence, and poverty-riddled favelas (Rewriting Hope into 
Brazil’s Written-Off Favela Children, BCM World, December 
2017) as well as through summer camps, medical, and 
evangelistic ministries.

Quarantine restrictions have changed how BCM Brazil does 
outreach. In Recife, as in most of Brazil, schools, churches, and 

non-essential businesses were shut for months. Bible Clubs 
and children’s ministry events were shut down completely. 
Quarantine regulations required that families remain in-doors 
except when purchasing food or working in essential services. 

All of which adds a far higher strain on the hundreds of 
thousands of families already crammed into tiny concrete 
apartments or one-room shacks in Recife’s slums. In the 
favelas, few followed quarantine restrictions. With no school, 
church, or sports activities, children and youth simply crowded 
into the streets, playing soccer, blasting music, and just 
hanging out.

“ Thanks be to God,” expresses one BCM Brazil team 
member,  “that for each new challenge we face He gives 
us wisdom to overcome.”

Reaching Recife’s 
Quarantined Slums

https://bcmintl.org/brazils-favela-children/
https://bcmintl.org/brazils-favela-children/
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1. BCM Brazil leader team 2. Visiting favela families 
3. Home visit with Bible clubbers 4. Masked day 
campers 5. Home tutoring
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With children home all day and no public gatherings 
allowed, BCM Brazil teams began a systematic program of 
visiting the individual homes of the ten thousand children 
who attend BCM Bible Clubs in Recife. In each home, 
emphasis has been on finding out each family’s immediate 
needs, how the children are doing emotionally as well 
as health-wise, as well as sharing the gospel with family 
members. 

This program has resulted in many innovative ways in 
which BCM personnel are reaching favela families right in 
their own homes. Among these are home discipleship studies, 
school tutoring, a variety of workshops and classes, family 
counseling, and more. Volunteer teams have also worked to 
gather and deliver food, clothing, and toys where needed as 
well as to provide medical assistance.

In one favela, a BCM team is holding cooking classes 
for teens. In three others, classes are being offered in hair 
care and styling. One BCM couple is giving children guitar 
lessons at home. With children trying to complete their 
school year at home, tutoring and basic English classes 
have been especially appreciated. BCM teachers also visited 
the schools where their Bible Club children attend to offer 
encouragement and find out how they can best be of service 
to the community. 

In another community, a BCM leader and team of health 
professional volunteers began visiting Bible Club families. 
This has led to an ongoing medical and physiotherapy project 
as well as fund-raising to help a family who lost their house 
to fire. Another emphasis has been teaching principles of 
being an entrepreneur so favela families without work due to 
quarantine can create home businesses to provide for their 
families. One mother was able to create her own ice cream 
business to provide for her family. Along with social and 
practical needs, every outreach also includes an evangelistic 
vision to share the gospel with each family. 

All of these activities were complicated by team members 
having to wear masks even while few favela families wore 
masks or practiced any social distancing or health protocols. 

Thankfully, God protected the team. A few MCB personnel 
contracted COVID-19 but all are in good health now. 

Meanwhile, daily life in Brazil has slowly been returning 
to normal as quarantine regulations have been lifted. In 
October, BCM Brazil was able to hold its first day camp for 
2020. Special guidelines such as masks, extra hygiene, and 
decontamination were still required. But a full schedule of 
outdoor activities, sports, and games was successfully carried 
out.

“It was a great opportunity to share the gospel and to check 
how people would respond to an outdoor event with a bigger 
crowd,” explained an MCB staff member.

With this success, additional in-person ministry events 
are back on the schedule for coming months, including a 
family camp for both children and parents and a full-fledged 
summer camp season for children, teens, and young adults 
January 11-31, 2021 (summer vacation south of equator). 

“We don’t know how people will respond to this next 
camp season,” shared one MCB ministry leader. “There are 
still many people afraid of the virus. But we’re praying and 
trusting God that He is in control.”

Pray for the health and safety of the BCM Brazil team 
as they continue to reach out amidst COVID-19 and 
quarantine. Pray too for a return to normal for Bible Clubs 
and other ministry outreaches in Recife’s needy favelas.
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w h e n
GOD’S
plans

change
ours

2020 started off routine for Mount Traber Bible Camp 
directors Mark and Debbie Taylor and their year-round 
staff. Spread out over more than four hundred acres of 
wilderness an hour’s drive from the Nova Scotia capital 
of Halifax, MTBC had six weeks of normal summer 
camps scheduled along with horsemanship, family, 
wilderness, archery, and other specialty camps. By the 
end of January, 2020 brochures were printed, online 
registration up and running, and a small fortune spent in 
advance preparations. Over the upcoming months about 
six hundred campers would be enjoying their facilities and 
hearing the gospel.

In February, thirty elementary-aged children arrived for 
the annual February Freeze weekend, filled with wintery 
fun. Then Mark and Debbie traveled to upstate New York 
to pick up donated camp supplies. On their return, they 
heard for the first time of something called COVID-19 
dominated USA news channels. Rather than waste any 
good old-fashioned worry on events in faraway places, 
they continued with summer camp planning.

But by mid-March, the seriousness of COVID-19 was 
realized. The Nova Scotia health authority declared a state 
of emergency. Students didn’t return to school after spring 
break. The first cancellations for MTBC were March 
Break camp, then our April youth retreats, followed by all 
outside rental groups. Within two weeks, Mount Traber’s 
ministry had come to a dead halt. The  financial loss was 
another huge blow. Then in June, the Nova Scotia health 
authority confirmed the cancellation of all summer camps.

At this point, MTBC staff had two choices. Go into 
panic mode. Or stop to remember Who was really in 
charge and trust that God had His reasons in permitting 
this pandemic. They chose the latter. A first step was 
producing inspirational and humorous videos to 
encourage absent campers, staff, and supporters.  But what 
about camp? 

By: Mark and Debbie Taylor, Directors MTBC with Jeanette Windle

www.BCMINTL.org
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The team ended up developing Traber 2U, essentially 
camp in a box. Each box included daily Bible lessons with a 
skit, a daily craft, a camper book, a Traber 2U T-shirt, and 
a canteen item for every day. Campers could choose from 
three themes—Regular Camp, Wilderness and Barn. Bible 
lessons, skits, and daily activities were all done through 
videos posted to MTBC’s own YouTube channel. Every 
Sunday and Friday, MTBC staff held Zoom meetings with 
campers doing their box that week. Various speakers who 
would have been at camp this summer also provided Zoom 
devotional sessions.

In July, MTBC was allowed to open its horse ranch 
program under strict coronavirus regulations for riding 
lessons, trail rides, and Friday Pony Ride Days. With so 
many other area activities cancelled, this became a huge 
success with many community families signing up who’d 
never been to MTBC before. 

By September, schools were reopening, but many families 
were disappointed to have missed summer camps as well as 
family camps. With pandemic regulations eased, MTBC 
could now host up to two hundred and fifty guests for 
an outdoor daytime event. So the staff decided to hold a 
Family Fun Day. All plans were made when it began to 
rain, pouring down for days leading up to the event. The 
staff met and prayed for wisdom as to whether to cancel. 
But even as they prayed, the weather changed and the sun 
came out.  

That Sunday afternoon, more than two hundred and forty 
children and parents showed up at MTBC. The weather 
was perfect. Families enjoyed live music, barbecue, baked 
goods, a book sale, barn, pool, wagon rides, and wilderness 
walks, all rounded off with a time of worship and gospel 
message. The hunger to simply be with other people again, 
catch up, and fellowship was palpable among the group.

While the MTBC event schedule is not yet back to 
normal, they were able to hold a Traber Teen Day on 
October 24th, jam-packed with activities, food, wagon 
rides, bubble soccer, Bible study and ending with a 
campfire. This was extra-special as it was the only in-person 
event for the teens for 2020.

Another extra-special blessing has been God’s provision 
despite the loss of all virtually all 2020 registration 
revenues, as churches, individuals, and even companies have 
come along to help MTBC with finances. To this point, 
bills have been paid, praise God. Prayers now are for a 
return to full camp and retreat schedule in 2021.

Check out our virtual camp and other events live on 
MTBC’s own YouTube channel: Mount Traber Bible 
Camp

To learn more about Mount Traber Bible Camp, 
volunteer, or give, contact through https://mounttraber.org.

www.Facebook.com/BCMInternational
https://mounttraber.org


3

2

1

CHILDREN’S 
CAMPS

in
CORONA 

TIME
In Dutch we have a saying: “Nood leert 

bidden.”  Translated to English, this means 
something like: “Need teaches a person to 
pray.”

Like much of the planet, mainland Europe 
has been impacted by the COVID-19 virus 
with strict quarantine protocols initiated in 
March 2020. This in turn has impacted the 
ministry of De Herikon (The Lord is King), 
BCM Netherland’s camp and retreat center 
in Putten, a small town sixty kilometers 
from Amsterdam. The facility has hosted 
summer camps and other Christian events 
continuously since the 1980s (see A Look 
Back at BCM Netherlands, BCM World, 
Fall 2007). Now all spring retreats for 
adults, teens, mothers with children, and 
other church groups were cancelled. De 
Herikon’s wooded grounds became very 
quiet. 

But as the saying goes, need teaches us 
to pray. BCM Netherlands missionaries 
began seeking God’s wisdom on how 
to respond to the crisis and quarantine 
restrictions. It soon became clear that teens 
especially were missing their retreats at 

By: Wim Potman, BCM Netherlands

https://bcmintl.org/look-back-bcm-netherlands/
https://bcmintl.org/look-back-bcm-netherlands/
https://bcmintl.org/look-back-bcm-netherlands/
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De Herikon. Teens love meeting other teens 
who are following Christ, and they like to 
hang out with their Christian friends. They 
are also very creative. On their own, our teen 
campers began organizing prayer groups and 
fellowship meetings through Zoom, sometimes 
several times a week. We eventually organized 
a Zoom Bible study for them. We also set in 
motion other virtual ministry, including online 
meetings and videos for campers who could no 
longer come to De Herikon in person.

By summer, restrictions had eased, so with 
some adjustments we were able to hold three 
children’s camps. One adjustment was how 
campers were registered for camp. To avoid 
crowded lines, children arrived in divided 
groups with only one parent allowed to 
accompany them. Each child had to pass a 
health test before checking in. 

Once registered, campers and staff had to 
stay in a “camp bubble” throughout the week. 
In other words, once verified negative for 
coronavirus and checked in for the week, they 
were not allowed off the grounds even for usual 
hikes and other outings. The usual closing 
program with families was also cancelled. 
Instead, each family received a video of camp 
highlights they could watch together. 

This year’s camp theme was “schatrijk,” 
meaning “immensely rich” with Matthew 
6:19-21 as the accompanying Bible memory 
passage: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also.”

For children and teens, not being able to 
enjoy personal contact, especially in the first 
months of COVID, was difficult. When you 
are forced to spend a lot of time alone, when 
clubs, sports, and church activities are not 
allowed, where do you place your hope? Or in 
the words of this summer’s theme, where do 
you lay up your treasures? 

This question led to exploring what it means 
to have a daily personal relationship with God, 
not just for campers but De Herikon staff and 
volunteers. Despite restrictions, 2020 became 
a summer of rich blessings. Children were 
introduced to the gospel, and several campers 

placed their faith in God for the first time. 
During Friday night “campfire,” many children 
gave testimonies of God hearing their prayers, 
sometimes as simple as praying for God to bring 
back a lost pet rabbit—and He did!

As an organization, BCM Netherlands has 
learned through the coronavirus pandemic that 
we can and must find new ways to reach children 
and teens with the gospel, also online. We’ve 
also recognized that familiar patterns of ministry 
need to change. Even beyond coronavirus, we will 
continue to look for present-day ways to reach the 
new generation. Will you pray with us? 

Interested in an impression of the summer 
camps? Visit our YouTube Channel. 

YouTube: Stichting De Herikon
Facebook: De Herikon
Instagram: De Herikon
Website: www.deherikon.nl  

https://www.facebook.com/deherikon.nl 
http://www.deherikon.nl
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Beyond 
this 
Pandemic

With the rising death toll, 
widespread unemployment, 
mental health issues, suicide, 
feelings of isolation, challenges 
of online education, and dozens 
of other unpleasant stories all 
attributable to COVID-19, 
it is easy to question if there 
remains any beauty, hope, or 
life in today’s world. But is 
there a better way to look at our 
circumstances as this pandemic 
sweeps our planet? 

The answer is yes. As believers, 
we can look at this situation 
through the eyes of faith 
because we know that beyond 
this pandemic is God’s mighty, 
powerful hand orchestrating to 
bring about glory to His name.

Here in the Philippines, we 

are seeing the beauty of God’s 
love expressed in the unity of 
the body of Christ. Within 
the BCM Philippines family, 
pastors are readily supporting 
each other’s ministries instead 
of focusing on their own. 
Local churches are cheerfully 
extending help to believers from 
other local congregations. Young 
people are reaching out to share 
God’s love and minister to their 
friends. Individuals and families 
are generously giving financial 
assistance and words of comfort 
to pastors and individuals who 
have contracted COVID and 
to families who have lost loved-
ones to this virus. 

Yes, there is beauty beyond this 
pandemic as we witness Christ’s 

love expressed in many ways. As 
lock-down limited our mobility 
and quarantine hindered the 
physical gathering of the 
believers, online worship, prayer, 
and instructional webinars 
became the trend. Though our 
hearts still long to see each other 
face-to-face, this pandemic 
has given BCM Philippines 
new opportunities to share the 
gospel with friends and family 
members. 

In Paete, Laguna, southeast 
of Metro Manila, some of our 
young people have volunteered 
to help children of different 
grade levels with their at-home 
modular studies. This in turn 
allows them to pray with the 
children and incorporate Bible 

By: Gerlyn de Jesus, 
Director BCM Philippines
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truths as they teach through 
songs and Bible verses. This 
initiative has relieved many 
parents from the difficulties of 
tutoring their children while 
providing an open door for the 
church to share Christ with the 
entire family. 

Beyond this pandemic, there 
is hope as God is on the move 
in local churches. Despite 
the current difficult financial 
situation, two BCFi (BCM 
Philippines) churches in the 
southern island of Mindanao are 
constructing new worship places 
while two others have completed 
renovations. In the Bicol region 
of southern Luzon island, BCM 
ministry is expanding so quickly 
we are raising funds for a larger 

worship place for young people 
to gather. Even in the middle of 
lock-down, a new church was 
planted in Santa Rosa, Laguna, 
with a congregation that meets 
online every Saturday. 

Beyond this pandemic, I also 
see life for new believers in 
Christ. Five young people from 
BCFI Paete, ten from BCFi 
Gumaus, and eight from BCFi 
South Poblacion in Bicol placed 
their face in Jesus Christ and 
followed Him in obedience 
through the step of water 
baptism during this quarantine. 

I see life as well for BCFi 
members who have survived 
contracting COVID-19. God is 
using this difficult experience in 
their lives to encourage others 

who are infected and share 
Christ with them. For most of 
us, this pandemic has made us 
resilient. Day-to-day moments of 
trusting God have strengthened 
us from the inside out. 

Indeed, there is life as we look 
beyond this pandemic. Beyond 
this pandemic is a faithful God 
whose promises are sure, whose 
mighty acts are amazing, and 
whose power is manifested in 
His church bringing glory to His 
name!
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camping
with covid

For Big Sky Bible Camp in Bigfork, MT, 
2020 has been filled with challenges but also 
God’s faithfulness, unintentional blessings, 
and the gospel. While coronavirus quarantines 
canceled most summer camping programs 
across North America, Big Sky was blessed 
to remain open with a total of 765 campers. 
Various new protocols to keep campers and 
staff safe included dividing campers by gender 
for electives and field games to keep groups 
smaller, having chapel outdoors under our 
large, open-sided sports pavilion, and eating all 
meals outside.

This summer’s program included overnight 
camps June through August for boys and girls 
from third through twelfth grades. For younger 
kids not yet ready to spend the night away from 

home, three weeks of Monday-Thursday day 
camp offer kindergartners through third grade 
many of the same experiences older campers 
enjoyed, including swimming, archery, a 
ropes course, sports, crafts, along with Bible 
teaching.

COVID-19 also brought the unintentional 
blessing of a summer staff who might not 
have been here otherwise. Several counselors 
had planned to serve this summer with other 
ministries in Costa Rica, China, and other 
North American camps until travel and other 
COVID restrictions cancelled those plans. We 
are so deeply thankful for God’s provision in 
bringing them to us and for all they added to 
this summer’s ministry. 

By: Big Sky Bible Camp Staff

www.BCMINTL.org


Along with onsite camps, Big Sky Bible 
Camp’s Wilderness Program goes beyond 
traditional camping to offer backpacking 
adventure combined with Bible teaching in the 
heart of Montana’s backcountry. This summer’s 
three wilderness camps were maxed out with 
more young people wanting to attend than 
there were slots available.

For two of these camps, junior high boys 
and girls spent five days and four nights 
backpacking into Flathead Valley National 
Forest’s unique Jewel Basin. A short drive 
from BSBC, Jewel Basin is a high mountain 
15,000-acre hiker’s paradise popular for its 
alpine lakes, mountain vistas, wildlife, and 
hiking trails. The trips are led by gifted, 
experienced leaders who pass on backpacking 
and wilderness adventuring skills while 
encouraging and guiding young participants in 
their understanding of and relationship with 
God.

For high-schoolers only, the final wilderness 
camp lasts two full weeks and involves a lot 
of extremely hard work as well as incredible 
backpacking experiences. For twenty-six years 
now, a team of BSBC teen campers and their 
leaders in conjunction with the local forest 
service have volunteered each summer with trail 
maintenance and construction in the more than 
1.5 million acres of western Montana’s Bob 
Marshall Wilderness Complex.

This year’s Trail Camp participants ventured 
deep into the Great Bear Wilderness to tackle 
a section of trail that had become virtually 
impassible. In all, the team’s three leaders and 
twelve teens worked on 1,128 yards of trail, 
including the clearing of twelve trees, four 
drainages, and countless amounts of brush. 
All of this was done with basic hand tools and 
manual cross-cut saws. 

WILDERNESS PROGRAM



CAMP PROMISE
Camp Promise is BSBC’s summer camping 

program for people with special needs. Though 
COVID restrictions prevented the usual onsite 
five-day camps for this group, we were still able 
hold Camp Promise in the form of a day camp 
with thirty in attendance, including several first-
time campers. This was followed up by a post-
summer picnic for Camp Promise campers and 
their families. 

One struggle many Camp Promise campers 
deal with is loneliness. A majority of these 
special needs campers are adults. While some 
lead active lives, others have minimal social 
interactions throughout the year. Following up 
on this year’s summer camp, this fall saw the 
launch of BSBC’s Promise Club. Once a month 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., special needs campers 
gather to enjoy outdoor activities, fellowship 
over lunch, and work on a group project to 
encourage others in our community. Examples 
include decorating and filling treat boxes for 
assisted living residents, making birthday posters 
for Montana Children’s Hospital patients, and 
thank you posters for first responders. 

BSBC also hosts a Friday Night Out for Camp 
Promise participants at Central Bible Church in 
nearby Kalispell on the second and fourth Friday 
evenings of each month. Campers play games, 
fellowship with each other and volunteers, 
and learn Bible truths. This in turn gives their 
caregivers a much-appreciated bi-monthly break

Please pray with us that the gospel of Christ 
would continue to go forth from Big Sky Bible 
Camp and that the many campers we serve each 
year and their families will be reached with the 
love of God. 
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Praying for 
Post-Covid Vision 
in Ukraine
By: Lisa Biegert

Summer in Ukraine means beautiful weather—
and camping. BCM Ukraine missionaries fill their 
summer months with back-to-back camping sessions. 
They hold family camp, camp for the handicapped, 
camp for orphans, and camps for children and teens, 
all filled with ministry, excitement, and evangelism. 

Then in summer 2020, COVID-19 struck with 
a vengeance. While Ukraine was not hit as hard as 
other European countries, they were still forced into 
a two-month lockdown with many regulations. BCM 
Ukraine camping staff had been trained, programs 
finalized, families registered and excited when the 
coronavirus brought plans to a grinding halt.

Ultimately, a few retreats were still held this 
summer outside of city limits with seventy people in 
attendance. The first event was attended by mostly 
believing Christians while the second round was 
evangelistic in nature. Both used the first six chapters 
from the book of Daniel as the program theme. By 
the end, there were some who requested baptism, and 
at least one man approached to discuss his need for 
repentance. 

Thankfully, other BCM ministries in Ukraine 
such as local meetings, Bible studies, and small 
group meetings have not been greatly affected by 
COVID-19 restrictions. Igor Kotenko, director of 
BCM Ukraine, shares his heart for the future of BCM 
ministry there.

“We hope to be able to restore our ministries 
in 2021, but it is difficult to predict in what form 
they will resume and in what volume. COVID is 
continuing to spread within the country. It has 
shaken our vision on the philosophy of ministry. A 
new vision has not yet been fully developed. We are 
having ongoing discussions within the community of 
ministers in Ukraine and are in the process of re-
evaluating and re-strategizing for the new year.”

Pray for health, wisdom, and a fresh vision 
for BCM Ukraine and its ministry personnel. 
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Get Involved!

PRAY GIVE GO
Consider praying for all the BCM 
International ministries, not just the 
few featured here! If you decide to make 
this commitment, let us know so we can 
send you regular updates from around 
the world.

Our missionaries and ministries are 
supported through people like you.  
Please consider giving towards the 
ministries of BCM International. You 
can give online at www.BCMINTL.org. 
Just choose Donate Now on the menu. 

Maybe God has laid it on your heart 
to do more. Contact us for more 
information or about the possibility of 
joining our team! There is much left to 
be done. Contact us at 
reachndevelop@bcmintl.org 
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