
UK & IRELAND 

Link Up 
Reaching Children : Serving Churches 

Autumn/Winter 2011 

BCM is a faith mission. The work is financed through free will offerings from faithful people whose hearts are touched by God.   

Any gifts can be sent to: BCM  International UK (ANCHOR) Trust, 39a Swiss Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 3AY. 

Tel 01934 413484  E-mail: BCMUK@aol.com  Web-site: http://www.bcm.org.uk 

BCM is a registered charity (England no. 1044539—Scotland no. SCO41111) 

After seven years of being a camper, this summer was my first experience of being a leader. 

I was slightly terrified going up the drive for the first time this year; terrified that I wouldn‟t be up to 
the job. However, from the moment I arrived, surrounded by old and new faces, I knew this was 

where God wanted me to be, no matter how inadequate I felt.  

Castledaly is the closest I‟ve ever come to feeling truly accepted for who I am, not judged by what I 
wear, or what I‟ve done, or what I may do in the future but instead it is a place where each person is 
expected to be treated as God wishes us to be treated - expect respect! In today‟s world that is a 
kind of an incredible thing. Freedom is a word I would use to describe this, free to really worship 
God, free to build friendships built on what you authentically are, not on what the world perceives 

you to be. Of course, all this is done in Christ alone, but Castledaly allows that refuge that encourages this attitude to 
grow and for that I will be eternally grateful to BCM as I know so many others are and to see children have that kind 

of experience for the first time was so exciting for all of us.  

Is there any other place on earth that you can be standing in a kitchen full of mostly teenage leaders after midnight, 
eating Weetabix and unwinding after a long day and they all suddenly burst into “You are my all in all” in perfect 
harmony. It‟s a little bit heavenly and I don‟t use that word lightly. Some might see it as an artificially perfect 
environment away from all the hardships of life, but really I think it‟s a place that we can remember of how good 
things can be when we live as God calls us to be, not as we want. How we should strive to bring the joy that brings, 

as well as Jesus‟ message, to everyone we meet, once we go home, which of course is easier said than done.  

I have spent almost four weeks at Castledaly this summer. And I hope 
my future summers will be similar though I think this may be the last 
summer I get away with sponging off my parents and not having some 
kind of a job! I think for me, some of the best lessons I learnt were during 
the work week. Never have I seen the verse “in everything you do work 
at it as if for the Lord, not for men” so best personified. While 
scrubbing showers for God may seem hard to envision at the time, I 
think everyone who takes time out to do some work around the place, 
is aware that they are part of something bigger, part of God‟s plan for 
every camp and conference that will take place at Castledaly. I cannot 
begin to describe how inspired I have been by people like Richard and 
Joan, and Joyce and Mervyn, and so many others. They work 
tirelessly and faithfully, all for God, because they are so filled with His 
love and they have a vision for Castledaly, and I think many of us 
young people have that vision now too. I love that when I speak about 
BCM and Castledaly sometimes I slip into the, we, for example, “o we 

still need to finish the craft room.”  

Which I think is a powerful example of the kind of community that has 
been created that every camper and leader leaves with a sense of 
ownership of Castledaly, that we are all working for the same goal and 

everyone is equal in that.  

The verse that kept popping up was “I can do all things through Him 
who gives me strength” which was really difficult to surrender to at 

times, but that is when amazing things happened.  

Also just watching the campers just have fun, running up and down the 
tiers, playing basketball, chatting on the swings, hurtling down the 
waterslide, getting to know each other and supporting each other, 
sharing their lives around the bonfire, is just such a fantastic thing to 

see.  

My final day at Castledaly this summer was the day I got my leaving 
certificate results, and I can‟t think of another place on earth where I would rather have been at that time, realising 
that no points score was ever going to make me a happier person. I can‟t thank BCM and all at Castledaly enough 

for reminding me again and again that the only thing that can ever give me lasting satisfaction and real happiness in 
life is God, and working for Him. My experiences at Castledaly this summer, and the amazing people I got to spend 

time with, have made this the best summer of my life and made me excited both about my future and the future of 
BCM and Castledaly!                        

 Emily Murtagh    

MEET THE TEAM 

Irene, Liz, Mary, Audrey, Fiona, 

Steve, Ron, Stan, 

We work with a dedicated group of Christians whom God has called to 
share His love with children, youth and adults. 

CLUBS AND SCHOOLS WORK 

Bible Clubs form the basis of most of the work in Scotland. 

These are held in schools and churches. Opportunities 

also exist for class time teaching and school assemblies. 

Other groups use our methods and materials also joining 

with us for the annual events. 

ANNUAL EVENTS 

Encouraging children from each of the clubs to meet together is an 

important aspect of the Scottish work.  

This includes our one day event „The Big Kidz Day‟, Mini camp mainly for 

first time campers, Junior camp, Teen camp and weekends away. These 

are all designed to extend the work of the local clubs and give the 

children a taste of living in a Christian environment.  

The Ladies weekends minister to the needs of women in today‟s society 

and encourage all who attend to live their lives in a Biblical fashion. 

TEEN CLUB/MERGE 

Born out of the need to minister to the older children 

growing up through the Bible Clubs, this group merged 

with a church youth group (hence the name) to provide 

‟amazing‟ afternoon activities, sharing a meal together, 

followed by a time of worship and teaching in the evening. 

Teen Club has been running now for about 40 years and 

the leaders have not aged a day!! 

Staff in Scotland are also involved with other aspects of  BCM work including personal/inductive Bible study, prayer 

ministry, the development of existing and new materials. They work directly with local churches and provide training for 

those engaged in similar work. 

Contact us at: BCM Scotland, P.O. Box 3260, Kilsyth G65 0YD 

Tel/Fax: 01236 827613 Web site: www.helpingchurches.co.uk Email: info@helpingchurches.co.uk 
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Happy 21st Birthday to Chatterboxes Pre-School 
Chatterboxes first opened its doors on the 19th September 1990, for three mornings a week.  Gradually, over the years, we have added more sessions until last year when we were open each weekday morning and three 

afternoons.  From September 2011 we are open for nine sessions a week, with a staff planning meeting on Tuesday afternoon, and a ‘lunch time club’ for children staying on for the afternoon sessions (popular with 

working parents). 

 

We have children from a wide area over Weston and last July we supplied ten different schools with our leaving children.  The children we take are from different backgrounds and cultures and in some cases English is 

not their first language.  Over the years as Governments have changed so has the way in which we have to deliver Pre-School care.  Staff have coped well with all the changes, and courses are always readily available to 

keep us up to date.  Our Christian desire is to show God’s love to each child and their family.           

 

Nine days into our new Autumn Term Ofsted arrived, which we were pleased about as we had been waiting for this for two years.  We praise God that we have been given a ‘good’ outcome by the Inspector.  Please pray 

for us as we draw nearer to the end of the year that we will be able to share once again with the children and their families of God’s special gift to us at Christmas, when he sent his son Jesus.  

 

Sue Pitt, Chatterboxes Manager 

Young Helpers 

Two of our young helpers have followed this route: from tots to teens.  This summer they worked at Holiday Club and they help 

each week at Kate’s Bible Club. 

The Chain breaks down 

Sadly, here the chain breaks down.  Our team are currently unable to help local churches with ministry to teenagers or to run a Teen 

Camp.  We are looking for new workers who are gifted in this area to join our team.  We would love to see children and teens grow 

up into committed followers of Jesus who become actively involved in reaching more children and teenagers.  So, the circle goes on! 

Camp Crook Peak 

Holiday Clubs 2011 

Mullartown House 2011 
 
   What is seven weeks long, has over 900 legs and served over 10,000 meals?  Summer camp 
2011!      God has truly blessed!  Here are some bullet point highlights from our summer. 
 

 We had seven weeks of camp; 4 children's weeks, one junior teen, family camp, senior teen. 

 We had over 450 campers come through the gates. 

 God had given us great teams of young people to help at each week. 

 Junior teen week made a live cd recording of evening worship. 

 We had children come to Christ in nearly every week of camp. 
 
   Now do you believe me?  God has truly blessed!  We are very thankful for all those who helped and for all those           
holding us up in prayer.  Could not have done it without you all!    Gratefully, Scott Widman 

The second year of “Hello Life” has “came and went.” After many months of preparation the team of 22 young 

people were ready for this exciting week of ministry. During The 12th week of July the team reached out into Lisburn 
City at this busy holiday time. This year’s theme was 3D. For the lessons, we focused on 3 D’s- Designer, telling the 

kids about the wonders of creation. The second D was Deliverer, zooming in on the one who can deliver them, and 
finally, we challenged the young people on the life of Discovery. It was a busy week that began visiting four club 
locations, giving out more invites as we talked to parents, playing games with the kids and praying over where we 

would be for the most of the week. On Tuesday we packed up and headed for the “12th” field. This is a major holiday 
in Northern Ireland, and the good weather ensured many parents, kids and “orange men” heard Gods word though 
the puppet ministry, singing and personal conversations which we were able to, by Gods help, strike up with passers 

by. The rest of the week was spent taking the puppet show into Bow Street, the centre of Lisburn. The team then 
branched off to have games and a bible club at four different sites across the city. The BCM centre on Seymour St was 

the home for the girls during the week, while the boys were residing at the kindly granted Sloan Street Presbyterian 
Church Hall. 

We praise God for all His provision and for the great weather he blessed us with. Continue to pray for over 100 

children and young people who were reached during the clubs, and many more during the “12th” and in Bow Street. 

                 David Frazer  

Summer ministries 

Each summer the children from our Bible Clubs have the 

opportunity to join in the fun and learn more about Jesus at 

Holiday Bible Clubs and Bible Club Camp. This past summer 

Kate and Barb worked with Bristol Road Baptist Church as 

well as running a separate Holiday Bible Club at the BCM 

Centre.  Angeline helped to lead a team at Christ Church 

Anglican before heading up the staff team at camp. 

Mums and Tots 

For more than 15 years, 

with BCM’s help, Bristol 

Road Baptist Church has 

run a Mums and Tots 

group: reaching out to 

local families.  Before 

they join Chatterboxes 

several of the children 

have been with their 

Mums to the fun 

programme organised by 

Kate 

Macnab 

and her 

team on 

Monday 

and 

Friday 

Bible Clubs 

The children who attend 

Chatterboxes usually go 

on to Christ Church or 

Ashcombe primary 

schools where BCM 

workers and volunteers 

run Bible Clubs.  Barbara 

Van Valkenburg runs a 

lunchtime club at Christ 

Church School which is 

attended by up to 30 

children each week.  Jan 

Ford, a BCM volunteer, 

runs a weekly after-

school club at Ashcombe 

for 8 children.  A Bible 

Club is also run by Kate 

at the BCM Centre each 

Tuesday. 

Some of the Hello Life Team    Some of the Kids  

Chatterbox Kids 


